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"What Ethiopia is known for
abroad, like droughts and fam-
ines, doesn't reflect the reality of
our Country," Tourism Minister
Mohammed Dirir said before the
celebrations started.

"The millennium is a good oppor-
tunity to change the image of
Ethiopia, certainly a sub-Saharan
country currently struggling
against poverty, but with a steady
growth and a multi-religious coun-
try," he added.
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MOHAMMED HUSSEIN AL-AMOUDI
SPECIAL MILLENNIUM PERSON

The Ethiopian tycoon, Sheik Mohammed Hussein
Al-Amoudi, was awarded by the Ethiopian Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi with the “first special millen-
nium golden medal” for his exemplary deeds for the
development of Ethiopia and its people. “Al-Amoudi
decided to engage in various investment projects in
Ethiopia, long before he even proved that the pro-
jects would be profitable”, said Meles. “He did this,
because of his love for the Country where he was
born and for its people.”

Al-Amoudi also paid a great contribution by con-
structing the Millennium Concert Hall at cost of 10
million birr (about 1 MUSD).

The Ethiopian Millennium
was celebrated all around
the world. In Washington
DC, where an important
Ethiopian community lives,
a five-day extravaganza
was organized. It included
symposia on the future of
Ethiopia, music gala, soc-
cer competition, a prayer
vigii and a millennium
march for democracy and
human rights in Ethiopia.
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ctorate General for Development Coop-
DGCS) of the Italian Ministry of Foreign
s the governmental institution responsi-
anaging the Italian Development Coop-
yrogram. The DGCS includes 13 offices,
on to the Central Technical Unit, and 22
offices located in countries considered
ies for the Italian Public Aid. The activi-
CoR E;Da e Italian Cooperation in Ethiopia focus

[lowing sectors:

Visit our website at

Development and Food Security

en and Children

e and Industrial Sector

Governance and Capacity Building

ral Cooperation

anitarian and Aid Emergency Response

ontacts
Retta Gudisa
e and Rural Development and Food Se-
curity

r.gudisa@itacaddis.org.et

Fabienne Maertens
Communication and advocacy
g.et f.maertens@itacaddis.org.et

Marialaura Ena
1 Adoles- UN Fellow
m.ena@itacaddis.org.et

Michele Paba

Water and Environment
m.paba@itacaddis.org
).et

...and all our dedicated Support
Staff!
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